METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR MONITORING AND 
CONTROLLING BOUNDARY SCAN ENABLED DEVICES 


ABSTRACT: 

A system for monitoring and controlling boundary scan chains in real time that does 
not require the use of test vectors or test executives. The system automatically builds 
virtual Devices Under Test (DUT's) from user provided Boundary Scan Description 
Language (BSDL) files and displays them on the computer display. The virtual 
devices are connected to a port on the computer and the scan button is pressed to 
invoke a boundary scan. The results are displayed as color coded "pins" on a 
computer display to indicate if the pin is at a logic high, a logic low, or is toggling. 
Logic values may be forced on the pin via a point-and-click graphical user interface, 
again bypassing the need for test vectors. Intuitive indicators and controls are 
provided by the system to help simplify monitoring and controlling of the boundary 
scan chain. 


